JOHN    COLET
bringing upp children in good Maners and litterature
in the yere of our Lorde 1512 bylded a Scole in the
Estende of Paulis Church for 153 l to be taught fre in
the same."
It was fitting that the son of a Lord Mayor of London
should choose a site in the heart of the City for his school.
The Colet family had for many years been connected with
Bucks, and their home lay near Wendover; but Henry was
sent up to London as a young man to be apprenticed as a
mercer, and, after rising to wealth and prosperity and hold-
ing office as alderman and sheriff., was elected Lord Mayor
for the first time in 1486, the year of the marriage of Henry
VII with the heiress of the House of York. He had married,
about 1465, Mistress Christian Knyvet, of Norfolk, who
survived her eldest son John, the only one of her twenty-two
children, eleven boys and eleven girls, who did not die in
infancy. John is said to have been sent to the school of St.
Anthony's Hospital in Threadneedle Street, and to have
gone thence to Magdalen College; but of this there is no
positive evidence. St. Anthony's was one of the few dis-
tinguished London schools of the time, educating, we are
told, Sir Thomas More and Archbishop Whitgift. Colet's
name is not found in any extant register of Magdalen,
though one or more of his surname are alleged to have been
at the College at the time of his Oxford residence. There
is no doubt that he completed the usual course of University
study, lasting seven years, but little is known of this period
in his life, beyond the statement of Erasmus that " he
diligently mastered all the philosophy of the Schools, and
gained die title expressive of the knowledge of the seven
liberal arts."
It has been suggested that Colet merely enlarged and
re-endowed a school already in existence at the Cathedral.
That a school had for centuries been attached to the
Cathedral is certain, but it is no less certain that Colet
regarded his school as a new foundation. Hitherto, all
schools in England had been under ecclesiastical control;
but Colet broke with tradition, by placing his school in the
hands of laymen. As Erasmus says:
1 It has been long supposed that this number was chosen, to correspond with
the 153 fishes caught in the miraculous draught (St. John xxi. n); but Colet
himself gives no reason for his choice. Scholars of St. Paul's School still wear
a silver fish on their watch-chains.
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